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ast week, we drove Armada — the largest of Nissan’s fleet (so to speak) of crossovers and SUVs.
By Nissan’s reckoning, the vehicle we review this
week is on the opposite end of that class. Introduced
last year, Kicks — Nissan’s newest model — replaces
Juke as the company’s entry level crossover.
To me, a crossover is a mix of station wagon and SUV, with all-wheeldrive (at least optionally). Kicks is
a front-wheel-drive only, four-door
hatchback, so it’s a stretch to consider
it a crossover. But, I get the marketing intent. Crossovers are a hot selling segment.
That said, the obvious comparison for Kicks is Juke
— the model it replaced in the Nissan lineup. Juke
is summarily remembered for being small, stylistically challenged and fun to drive. Size-wise, Kicks is
6.7 inches longer, .2 inch narrower, and .6 inch taller

2019 Nissan Kicks SR CVT
MSRP: $18,540 - $20,870

than Juke. It’s also about 300 lb. lighter, and rides on
a wheelbase that’s stretched 3.5 inches longer. Kicks is
also a lot easier on the eyes, which can’t hurt, from a
sales perspective.
Inside, the newest Nissan is bigger in every dimension than the car it replaces: head room, leg room,
front and back. Bigger, of course, doesn’t mean big, as
Kicks is still a subcompact class vehicle.
Typically, I use myself as a yardstick for comparison
(OK, technically, a double yardstick), so readers will
know what kind of room is left in back if a six-footer is
in front. Factor in your height and that of the people
you travel with, and you get a basic feel for how you’ll
fit in the vehicle.
In the case of Kicks, the front seats hold six-footers,
and with those seats so set, there’s kid-size room left in
back. Kicks is considerably more considerate of cargo
than was Juke. The sawed-off tail of the latter limited
cargo capacity to 10.5 cubic feet behind the back seats,
expandable to 35.9 cubic feet with said seats folded.
In Kicks, those storage space numbers are 25.3 53.1 cubic feet. Bigger than Juke, to be sure, and class
competitive, though their utility is limited by split rear

NISSAN KICKS is the replacement for the outgoing Juke. The entry level four-door hatchback fits into the crossover
segment, even though it’s only available in front-wheel-drive. Power comes from a 122-hp, 1.6L four-cylinder engine.
seatbacks that don’t fold fully flat — and won’t fully
upper trims, but the only truly soft touch surface area
fold, unless you move the front seats up. The resulting
encountered is on the fold-down, right side arm rest
space is similarly not flat, as the folding seatbacks create
for the driver. Your left elbow may file a complaint, as
a split-level cargo bay floor.
the elbow space scalloped out of
The front cabin design is simple
the door panel isn’t as cushy. Your
and to the point. A bank of two dipassenger’s left elbow may join
Inside, the newest
als and a handful of buttons located
the complaint, as there’s no inside
midway up the center stack control
arm rest on that side. There are no
Nissan is bigger in
HVAC functions. They’re easy to use
complaints from any body parts
and minimally distracting. Above
about the front seats themselves, as
every dimension than
is a 7-inch touchscreen and surthey’re comfortable, adjustable and
the car it replaces.
rounding buttons that handle audio
reasonably supportive.
Juke and Kicks are decidedly difand vehicle system settings (the
ferent drivers. Small, agile, and with
screen doesn’t accept input from a
available AWD, Juke was a very lively ride, with a point
winter gloved hand). The abundance of hard plastics in
and shoot, skateboard kind of feel. Its turbocharged,
in the interior is a reminder of Kick’s entry class status.
Stitched, vinyl covering is added to some sections on
Continued on page 2
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he Dodge Durango has followed an interesting
trail. The now full-size SUV started out as a
midsize in 1998. The second generation arrived
in 2004, and size-wise, it was status quo. But, when it
came time for the next redesign, Durango parted company with the pack.
While most SUVs were being downsized or morphing into crossovers,
Durango staked out its claim in the
Big Ute class. The third generation
arrived for 2011 as a full-on, full-size.
It was a gutsy call. Average gas prices
crossed over the $2.00 per gallon
mark for the first time in 2005 ($2.30) and broke the
$3.00 barrier in 2008 ($3.27), which would’ve been
about the time plans were being formed for the next

2017 Dodge Durango GT AWD

Base MSRP: $40,095 · As Tested: $48,765

model. Riding on a stretched version of the chassis it
shares with the Jeep Grand Cherokee, Durango serves
the large SUV market with a traditional skill set: rugged
build, three-row seating, power to tow.
The lineup is shuffled slightly for 2017. The GT trim
level replaces the Limited as the expected, volume
model, with an MSRP of $37,495. It’s flanked by the
entry level SXT ($29,995) and two trims above: Citadel
($41,395) and R/T ($42,095). Add $2,600 to these prices
if you want to swap the stock, RWD setup for AWD, and
the destination charge is $1,095. My AWD equipped GT
had an as-delivered price of $48,765.
Durango’s styling carries over largely unchanged
for 2017. So too do two appearance packages. Blacktop
($595) adds 20-inch gloss black aluminum rims, crosshair grille, badging and headlamp bezels. The front and
rear fascia, wheel flares and sill molding are body color,
and the package also adds dual exhaust and LED DRLs.
The interestingly named Brass Monkey appearance
package ($595) features 20-inch burnished bronze rims
along with a gloss black grille and badging.
Dodge’s dashboard redesign in 2014 fitted either
a 5-inch (SXT) or 8.4-inch (GT and up) touchscreen
interface in the center stack. Some of the HVAC and
sound system functions use conventional controls,
while others are absorbed into the touchscreen, which
slows access time slightly. Still, the larger version is

FULL-ON. Though it shares a chassis with the Jeep Grand Cherokee, the 2017 Dodge Durango continues to stake claim
to the full-on, full-size SUV class. All trims get a 3.6-liter V6, while a 5.7-liter Hemi V-8 is an option (standard on R/T).
better than most in the segment in terms of visibility
to slip into. (I have this on good authority). Adults fit
and usability, and this includes the available navigacomfortably in the second row and — unusually — the
tion system. The rotary shift knob first seen in the Ram
third as well, though the ins and outs of getting in and
truck line migrated into Durango three years back, and
out place a premium on flexibility. Visibility is generand it gets a thumb’s-up from
ally good for the breed, with the
me. The knurled knob is easy
exception of ¾-rear blind spots
Light off-roading and
to use, with positive click stops
common to SUVs. Folding the rear
that let you feel the gear changseat headrests forward when no
dealing with winter
es as you make them.
one is aboard in back is one way to
weather conditions
SXT has standard, five-pasimprove your rear view. Another is
senger seating, with an availadding blind spot and cross path
are both well within
able third row. All other trims
detection. It’s part of the $1,195
Durango’s
comfort
zone.
are three-row/seven-passenger
Safety/Security and Convenience
setups, with the option of swapGroup, which also includes autoping the middle bench for a
matic high beams and headlight
pair of captain’s chairs. Doing so increases the comfort,
leveling, rain sensitive windshield wipers, cargo cover
but reduces capacity by one and, when you fold the
and net, HID headlamps and a power tilt/tele steering
seatbacks down for carrying cargo, it leaves a gap becolumn. Every seat (save the driver’s) can be folded
tween the seatbacks large enough for a good-sized dog
Continued on page 4

MASERATI OF ALBANY

NEW 2017 MASERATI

LEVANTE

Your complete Maserati experience begins here

2014
Range Rover
Supercharged
BLACK, AUTO, V8, NAV,
37,332 MI., STK#12u642

WAS $76,000
-$7,000 DePaula Discount
Selling Price: $69,000
-$10,000 Due at inception
or your equivalent trade

850

$

BUY FOR

PER MO*
75 MONTHS

Available to qualified buyers†

The Times Union Auto section
indulges your need for all
things fast and furious.
840

$

Lease

PER MO**
39 MONTHS

Available to qualified buyers†
$5,000 Due at Inception
OR your equivalent trade
$0 Security Deposit

2014 Mercedes-Benz CLA250

Violet, Manual, Turbo, 4MATIC. Stk#1P4099, 29,132 miles

BUY FOR ......................... $349*/mo.,

72 mos. at 2.49%

$5,000 due at inception OR you equivalent trade, Available to qualified buyers†

2015 Lexus RX350

White, Auto, V6, AWD., Stk#1P4128, 30,240 miles

BUY FOR ......................... $399*/mo.,

75 mos. at 2.49%

$7,500 due at inception or your equivalent trade, Available to qualified buyers†

2014 Audi Q5 Premium Quattro

Gray, Auto, 2.0T, 4D. Stk#2P4232, 28,410 miles.

BUY FOR ......................... $355*/mo.,
$5,000 Due at inception

72 mos. at 2.49%

2015 Maserati Ghibli SQ4

MASERATI OF ALBANY

1101 Central Avenue • Albany, NY 12205
518-400-0827 • MaseratiofAlbany.com

Blue, Auto, V6, AWD. 10,296 miles, STK#9p3585

BUY FOR ............................................. $619*/mo.,

75 mos.

$10,000 due at inception or your equivalent trade, Available to qualified buyers†

2015 BMW 750LI X Drive

White, auto, V8, AWD. Stk#10U205,12,477 miles

BUY FOR .............................................$849*/mo.,

75 mos.

$10,000 due at inception OR you equivalent trade, Available to qualified buyers†

All offers with approved credit plus tax, title & MV fees. Must present ad at time of purchase to receive advertised price. *2.49% APR Financing. **Closed end lease, Ttl pymt/purch opt: $30,240/$42,498. Incl 7.5K mi/yr, $0.30 each add’l mi. Lessee resp for maint & excess wear & tear.
†Lease/finance payments subject to primary lender approval. Must have a minimum credit score of 730 to qualify. Prices & incentives based on current manufacturer’s programs, which are subject to change. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. Expires 3/31/17.

