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Back to the Future
2019 Acura RDX AWD A-Spec

DAN LYONS | text and photos
Special to the Times Union 

The new, third generation RDX takes a page from 
the original 2007 RDX. Sort of. 

RDX — the top-selling model in the top-
selling luxury class — replaced the V-6 engine from 
the outgoing, second generation model, with a new, 
turbocharged four-cylinder mill. That’s the same engine 

design used in the first generation 
versions. However, time and technol-
ogy changes, and the direct injection, 
turbo four rolled out for 2019 (2.0L, 
272 h.p., 280 lb.-ft. of torque) is more 
powerful than the motor in the first 
gen RDX (2.3L, 240 h.p., 260 lb.-ft. of 
torque). And while it’s a few horses 

shy of the V-6 in gen two models (3.5L, 279 h.p., 252 
lb.-ft. of torque), the new mill makes more torque over 
a wider rev range (1,600-4,500 rpm, vs. 4,900). 

The engine provides lively acceleration. And, with 10 
— count ’em — 10 speeds, the new automatic trans-

mission has enough cogs to ably support the motor, 
keeping the power flow smooth. The drivetrain handles 
passes and merges with ease. Seated in the cabin, the 
engine tone, when throttled, is fairly quiet. That’s to the 
good, generally, though the former V-6 would respond 
(when prodded), with a slight growl which I enjoyed, 
and that’s gone now. Somewhat surprising, given the 
move to a smaller engine and a wider transmission 
spread, fuel economy for the 2.0L turbo four (EPA 
estimates are 21/26/23 for AWD models) isn’t much dif-
ferent than last year’s six (19/27/22). 

Owing to weight, ride height and front/rear balance, 
most crossovers and SUVs — even those with sporting 
intentions, don’t feel truly agile when it comes to 
cornering. RDX bucks the trend, 
with good-for-the-breed handling, 
and a ride smooth enough to suit 
most any passenger. The Integrat-
ed Dynamics System offers four, 
driver-selectable modes — Com-
fort, Snow, Sport and Sport+. Each 
makes corresponding adjustments 
to the suspension, shift points, 
throttle response and steering feel. 
Sport+ feels a little too nervous for daily use; Sport is a 
nice compromise of sharpened reflexes and ride 
comfort. The torque vectoring AWD system that Acura 
employs works behind the scenes, keeping you on the 
straight and narrow, injecting some fun into twisty road 

encounters, and building confidence in wintry condi-
tions. In climates like ours, all-wheel-drive is easily 
worth the upcharge over FWD ($2,000), and with little 

parasitic loss in fuel economy (just 
one mpg less in city, highway and 
combined modes), there’s little 
giveback at the pumps. 

Beyond the standard trim level, 
the RDX can be specified with the 
Technology package (+$3,200), 
to which buyers can also add the 
A-Spec package (+$3,000) and the 
Advance package (+$1,900) My 

tester had both the Tech bundle (navigation, front/rear 
parking sensors, blind spot and rear cross traffic moni-
toring, 19-inch alloys, leather seats, voice control, and a 
12-speaker ELS sound system) and the A-Spec package 

Morgan rolls out a new roadster
SEE PAGE 4

How safe are the 
drivers around  
your kid’s school?
SEE PAGE 5

Beware of selling a 
used supercar
Ford might sue you.
SEE PAGE 4

Lease a NEW 2018 STELVIO AWD for as 
low as $299/MO for 24 months*

Lease a NEW 2018 Guilia AWD for as low 
as $315/MO for 24 months*

OR

Guilia: Stk# A171 MSRP $42,825. $3,000 due at inception, $0 security deposit. With Approved credit plus tax, titles, & MV fees. 1 Available at this price. Closed end lease. Must currently lease or own a com-
petitive (non FCA Group) luxury brand vehicle.  purch option $25,272.65 incl 10k mi/yr, $0.20 each add’l mi. Lessee res for maint & excess wear & tear. Lease payment subject to primary lender approval. Must 

have a minimum FICO Credit score of 750 to qualify.See dealer for details. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. Expires 11/30/18 Stelvio: Stk# A289 MSRP $46,285. $3,000 due at inception, $0 security 
deposit. With Approved credit plus tax, titles, & MV fees. 1 Available at this price. Closed end lease. Must currently lease or own a competitive (non FCA Group) luxury brand vehicle.  purch option $25,456.75 

incl 10k mi/yr, $0.20 each add’l mi. Lessee res for maint & excess wear & tear. Lease payment subject to primary lender approval. Must have a minimum FICO Credit score of 750 to qualify.See dealer for 
details. Photos are for illustrative purposes only. Expires 11/30/18

2019 Acura RDX AWD A-Spec
MSRP: $ 45,500 · As Tested: $46,495

AS ACURA’S LUXURY CLASS CROSSOVER, the 2019 RDX has replaced the previous generation’s V-6 with a tur-
bocharged four-cylinder engine, which is actually more powerful (272 h.p.) than the one found in the first-gen RDX.

Continued on page 4

RDX bucks the trend 
of non-agile crossovers 
with a ride smooth 
enough to suit most  
any passenger.

She was 
tortured for 

daring to 
drive a car

SEE PAGE 4


