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TEST DRIVE

First Drive:
2019 Volvo XC40

DAN LYONS | text and photos

Special to the Times Union

hile the SUV label conjures up visions of
Wwoodsy trails and rural settings, Volvo

sees their new, XC40 as a city dweller;
more at home prowling urban canyons than tackling
rocky roads.

Volvo’s newest SUV is also its smallest SUV. The XC40
will compete in the subcompact, premium SUV market;
a segment it shares with the Audi Q3,
-“-H BMW X1 and Mercedes-Benz GLA,

among others. This is the first Volvo
. to be built on the company’s Compact
A Modular Architecture. All future 40
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% series models will roll on this scalable
./ platform — including fully electrified
vehicles.

When XC40s begin arriving in dealer showrooms at
the end of this month, the first wave will be equipped
with all-wheel-drive, and powered by Volvo’s T5 four-
cylinder engine. As the year progresses, the model line

2019 Volvo XC40
MSRP: $33,200 - $37,700
(plus $995 destination charge)

will be fleshed out with a top Inscription trim join-

ing the current Momentum and R-Design levels. This THE VOLVO XC40 is the Swedish maker S smallest SUV The premlum su compact begms arriving in showrooms at

summer, front-wheel-drive models will be added in the the end of the month with all-wheel-drive and a four-cylinder engine. Turbo and front-wheel-drive will be added later.
same three trims. All will share a different (T4) version

of Volvo’s 2.0L turbo four.

The XC40 has compact, chiseled lines, framed by prerequisites for metropolitan motoring. Sightlines are tra layer of safety not otherwise available in this segment.
signature head and taillight treatments. It's a hand- generally. good, with the sole except_ion of % rear.blir.ld The route o_f my.Tegas test dri\{e inclpded generous
some design (not easy to do, in small cars) that should §p0ts .typlcal of.SUVs/crossovers. Blind spot monitoring helpings of rain, big city congestion, highway trafﬁc and
appeal to both genders (not easy to do — period). The is available optionally (and as always, recommended). enough open country to clear one’s head after dealing

Beyond this, the XC40’s list with the former conditions. The T5

Volvo’s tight turning radius and compact footprint are

of available safety technology is . .. engine is a turbocharged, 2.0-liter,
unique in two regards. The diversity An mtrlgumg element inline four-cylinder with direct in-

of standard and optional safety gear about Volvo’s latest jection, rated at 248 horsepower @
mirrors its larger Volvo line mates, dditi 9 5,500 rpm and 258 1b.-ft. of torque
and that menu is broader reaching addition 1s a new, @ 1,800-4,800 rpm. Paired with an
than others in this segment. Volvo’s non-ownership option_ eight-speed automatic transmission,
Collision Mitigation with Braking, it’s a nice match for this platform
for example, extends to include in- — provided that you get out of the
tersections, pedestrians, cyclists, and large animals. Comfort zone. That’s the Drive mode’s Comfort zone —
These are staples of everyday life in urban environments, not yours. Left in the default, Comfort setting, pow-
and the collision protection coverage offered by competi- ertrain response felt sluggish. I found that the Dynamic
tive models isn’t as extensive. mode is the wake-up call. While such sport modes are
Similarly, Volvo’s cross traffic alert and rear collision often hyper aggressive, Dynamic in this Volvo makes for

warning systems also include automatic braking — an ex- Continued on page 4
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ALFA ROMEO OF ALBANY

NEW 2017 ALFA ROMEO

GIULIA AWD

LEASE FOR JUST

PER MONTH FOR 24 MONTHS

AVAILABLE TO QUALIFIED BUYERS*

il st o N L
518-730-4810 - 1101 Central Avenue Albany NY12205 * AlbanyAlfaRomeoUSA.com

Stkit A134 MSRP $44,740. $3,000 due at inception, $0 security deposit. With Approved credit plus tax, titles, & MV fees. 1 Available at this price. Closed end lease. Must currently lease or own a competitive (non FCA Group) luxury brand vehicle.
Eligible makes are lexus, mercedes, audi, bmw, infiniti and acura. not everyone will qualify. see dealer for details. purch option $27,738.40 incl 10k mifyr, $0.20 each add'l mi. Must lease Through Ally. Lessee res for maint & excess wear & tear.
Lease payment subject to primary lender approval. Must have a minimum FICO Credit score of 750 to qualify. Prices & incentives based on current manufacturer’s programs, which are subject to change. See dealer for details. Photos are for
illustrative purposes only. Offers cannot be combined. Expires 4/1/18



