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TEST DRIVE

A Bigger Boost

2017 Ford F-150 XLT 4x4 Supercrew

— o8, T : Y-
Special to the Times Union . i L",

edesigned in 2015, the 2017 edition of the
RF—ISO is marked by the addition of a new, top

engine option. A $2,095 option, the second
generation, 3.5L EcoBoost engine is matched exclu-
sively with the also-new, 10-speed automatic transmis-
sion ($500). As fitted in my XLT grade
test truck, the turbo V-6 is rated at
375 horsepower and 470 1b.-ft. of
torque. It’s available on all trim levels,
and if your budget allows for it, the
EcoBoost/10-speed combo has a lot
going for it. With the Max Trailer Tow
Package ($1,195), the EcoBoost pow-
ered F-150 can pull up to 12,200 1b., and has a maxi-
mum payload of 3,220 Ib. Those numbers compare with
10,100 Ib. and 3,270 1b., respectively on Ford’s other
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2017 Ford F-150 XLT 4x4 Supercrew
MSRP: $26,540 - As Tested: $52,775

top motor, the 5.0L V-8. The eight ($1,795) is paired
with an older design, six speed automatic transmission.
The turbo six 4x4 is predicted to return 17 miles per
gallon city/22 highway/19 combined. That compares
with the 5.0Ls expected 15/21/17 (4x4). My latest F-150
test drive returned 17 mpg’s in mixed driving. That’s
consistent with my experience in other EcoBoost
engines, in that it's below the EPA estimates. That said,  F_15(’s are available in three cab configurations — regular, SuperCab (with smaller, rear-hinged back doors), and
the fuel economy is about the only disappointment with SuperCrew, which is fitted with four, full-size doors.

this drivetrain. The power is smooth and abundant at Both the 6-speed and 10-speed automatic transmis-
high or low speeds, and the 10-speed does a nice job of sions have Select Shift and a tow/haul mode. The latter
spreading it out. The six is agreeably quiet, with plenty helps the driver keep things in line, when towing or

in reserve for passing and towing. hauling heavy loads, especially when
The 10-speed is a welcome addi- i : B descending grades. The system uses
tion; its arrival had been slowed The power 18 smoot electronic sensors to identify the

by the substantial task of develop- and abundant at high optimum time for downshifting,

improving driver control through

ing the F-series aluminum alloy
bodies. or low speeds, anq the engine braking.
In addition to the 3.5-liter Eco- 10—speed does a nice All 4x4 models can be equipped

Boost V6 and the 5.0 V8, there : : . with the FX4 Off-Road Package
are two other engine choices. The JOb of spreadmg it out. ($770) that include powertrain skid
base motor is a 3.5L V6 (282 h.p., plates, specially tuned shocks absorb-
253 1b.-ft. of torque). Maximum payload is 1,910 Ib. and ers and an electronic locking rear axle. The improved,
it’s rated to tow up to 7,600 Ib. Also available is a 2.7L off-road capability comes at the expense of a stiffer ride.
EcoBoost V6 (325 h.p., 375 Ib.-ft. of torque). Maximum Continued on page 2
payload is 2,210 lb. and towing tops out at 8,500 Ib.
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Your Complete Maserati Experience Begins 2017 Levante

et The Maserati of SUVs.
NEVER COMPROMISE. | *

e Starting at S695" Per Month.
36 Month Lease

Available to qualified buyers'.
$5,000 due at Inception, $O Security Deposit

AVAILABLE
424 HORSEPOWER. 0-60 IN 5.0 SECONDS.
MAX SPEED OF 164 MPH.

MASERATI OF ALBANY 1101 central Avenue, Albany, NY 12205
518-375-2171 / www.MaseratiofAlbany.com i

With approved credit plus tax, title 8 mv fees. *Closed end lease, auto, 345 horsepower, VB, Stk#M225, MSRP $78,700. Tt pymt: $25,020. Purch M A S ER AT I
opt: $44,072. Incl 7.5K mi/yr, $0.30 each add'l mi. Lessee resp for maint 8 excess wear § tear. tLease payment subject to primary lender approval.
Must have a minimum FICO® credit score of 730 to qualify. Picture for illustration purposes only. Prices & incentives based on current manufac-
turer’s programs, which are subject to change. See dealer for details. Cannot be combined with other offers. Offer expires 5/31/17





