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TEST DRIVE

Snow Blower
2017 Dodge Challenger GT

DAN LYONS | text and photos

Special to the Times Union

o car enthusiasts, winter here in America’s
Northern Tier is the Season Of Buzzkill. Sports
car, muscle car or convertible, many a sunny,

summer dream has been doused by a cold, wet blast of
winter realism.

So, those who would own a car not

-".H suited to snow and sleet either deny
the dream, or park their preferred
£+ ride, and wait winter out. Time and

Aol technology are changing this sce-
) a j) nario. Some winter-friendly rides are
T;l becoming a skosh less boring. And

L o
(more rarely), a summertime car
adapts cold weather chops.

The newest member of the latter class is the subject
of this week’s test drive — the Dodge Challenger GT.

2017 Dodge Challenger GT
MSRP: $ 33,395 - As Tested: - $38,965

The two-door Challenger GT joins the four-door
Charger AWD in the ranks of Dodge’s winter-rated
offerings — sports division. Like Charger, Challenger
rolls on the company’s performance AWD chassis. The
system employs an active transfer case with front axle THE 2017 CHALLENGER GT, like its four-door sibling Charger, rolls on Dodge’s performance AWD chassis, driving
disconnect. Under normal driving conditions, the GT like a rear-wheel-drive performance car under normal conditions, and switching over to AWD when sensing the need.
is fully rear-wheel-drive, enjoying all the handling
characteristics native to this classic, performance car
setup. But when sensors indicate the need for addi-
tional traction, the system engages the front axle, and
can channel up to 38 percent of available engine torque

The GT’s AWD works hand in glove with the car’s My mid-winter test drive encompassed highways
Vehicle Dynamic Control (VDC) and Electronic Stabil- and byways in Maine and New Hampshire, along with
ity Control (ESC) systems to maximize grip in any road snow-covered slalom and straightaway blasts at a New

o i et vl eels, o meeakil conditions — wet or dry. England motor park. The street time
’ Sensors draw upon a num- confirmed the confidence-adding
ber of variables (ambient, The two-door Challenger power of all-wheel-drive in Chal-
‘ temperature, wheel slip, use L. lenger.
of sport mode, auto stick or GT joms the four-door Wet roads wearing a mealy mix
windshield wipers, etc.) to de- Charger AWD in the ranks of snow would usually be cause for
S termine how much power to . concern with a rear-drive car, lest
-—-__7 ____'—7 J push to the front treads. of DOdge s winter-rated the tail start wagging. Shod with
1 o 4 Ji l’ _ The sole powertrain offer- Offerings — sports division. standard, all-season performance
L ing in Challenger GT is the tires (not snow tires), the AWD
| -17 same as in the all-wheel-drive equipped Challenger took it all in
- L-}?-_--T Charger: Dodge’s 3.6L V-6. The most popular engine stride. Ditto and more so on the snow covered track,
L / choice among Challenger/ Charger buyers, it’s linked where the car dutifully chugged through bumper
to an eight-speed automatic transmission, and rated at skimming depths of snow and — with ESC switched
305 horsepower @ 6,350 rpm and 268 1b.-ft. of torque @ to full-off — drifted happily around corners on a track
4,300 rpm. Continued on page 4
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Selling Price: $71,500
Supercharged Zigaoonusatinception  AASIIRSIAISIEIE Maserah expem ence begins here
BLACK, AUTO, V8, NAV, oryour equivalenttrade  “ —

37,332 MI,, STK#12u642 NE W 2 017 MASERATI

I 75 MONTHS LEVANTE

Available to qualified buyerst ———
- I ¥
2014 Mercedes Benz C300 Sport 4Matic
Grey, Auto, V6. Stk#10p3736, 34,837 miles

BUY FOR.......cccc.... $269°/mo., 72 mos.

$3,000 due at inception OR you equiva ent trade, Available to qualified buyerst
2012 Lexus RX350

Gray, Auto, VB, AWD. 50,262 miles, Stk#12p3882

BUY FOR.....oo...... $299°/mo., 75 mos.

$3,000 due at inception or your equwalent trade, Available to qualified buyerst
2015 Infiniti QX60 Base

Auto, VB, AWD. 23,826 Miles, Stk#8P34292

BUY FOR.....ovvee.. $444*/mo., 72 mos.

$5,000 Due at inception or your equivalent trade, Available to qualified buyerst

2015 Maserati Ghibli Soll s ——
Blue, Auto, V6, AWD. 10,296 miles, STK#9p3585

BUY FOR...... .$619*/mo., 75 mos.
$10,000 due at ption or your equwvalent trade, Available to qualified buyerst

2015 BMW 750LI X Drive
White, auto, V8, AWD. Stk#10U205,12,477 miles 2 39 MQNTHS
Available to qualified buyerst

BIUN [FOIR cosoccc e ) $8L|9*/m0, 75 mos. ) » $2,440 Due at Inception OR your equivalent trade
$10,000 due at inception OR you equivalent trade, Available to qualified buyerst S0 Security Deposit

MASERATI OF ALBANY

1101 Central Avenue - Albany, NY 12205 « 518-400-0827
MaseratiofAlbany.com

Al offers with approved credit plus tax, title & MV fees. Must present ad at time of purchase to receive advertised price. *2.49% APR Financing. **Closed end lease, Ttl pymt/purch opt: $38,220/$41,711. Incl 7.5K mi/yr, $0.30 each add'l mi. Lessee resp for maint & excess wear & tear.

tLease/finance payments subject to primary lender approval. Must have a minimum credit score of 730 to qualify. Prices & incentives based on current manufacturer’s programs, which are subject to change. See dealer for details. Offers cannot be combined. Expires 2/28/17
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