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2017 Mazda3 Four-Door Grand Touring

DAN LYONS | text

Special to the Times Union

board changes mark the 2017 edition of Mazda’s
front-wheel-drive compact, which is offered in
four-door sedan or five-door hatchback body styles. On
the sedan side, three trim levels are available: Sport
(MSRP: $17,845), Touring ($20,445)
and Grand Touring ($23,145). Hatch-
backs have one more door (five) and
e, T, one more trim level (four): Sport
R a ($19,095), Touring ($22,245), Tour-
. ing 2.5 ($22,395) and Grand Touring
X f’ L ($23,895). A six-speed automatic
transmission can be added in place
of the standard six-speed manual for an additional
$1,050. The exception is the Touring model, which is
automatic only.
The $28,230 sticker on my Grand Touring sedan
tester included two trim packages. The Premium EQ

It’s a refresh year for the Mazda3. Minor across the

2017 Mazda3 4-Door Grand Touring
MSRP: $24,195 - As Tested: $28,230

package adds LED daytime running lights, taillights,
and (adaptive) headlights; navigation system, paddle
shifters, and auto-dimming rearview mirror and a
heated steering wheel ($1,600).

The I-Activsense Safety package includes: lane depar-
ture warning and lane keep assist, automatic high beam
control, smart brake support, traffic sign recognition

As Mazda’s front-wheel-drive compact, the 2017 Mazda3 is offered in four-door sedan or five-door hatchback body
styles. Sport and Touring four-doors are equipped with a 2.0L four-cylinder engine (left).

and adaptive cruise control ($1,100).

Sport and Touring four-doors are equipped with a
2.0L four-cylinder engine, rated at 155 horsepower and
150 Ib.-ft. of torque. The EPA says that the 2.0 will
return 27 miles per gallon in
the city, 37 highway (manual
transmission); 28/37 (automat-
ic). Grand Touring models get a
2.5L four, which makes 184 h.p.
@ 5,700 r.p.m., and 185 Ib.-ft.
of torque @ 3,250 r.p.m. Fuel
economy is estimated at 25/34
(manual), 27/36 (automatic).
Mileage Maximizers may wish to consider Mazda’s
i-ELOOP package ($800). The regenerative engine brak-
ing system (active grille shutters are also included) in-
creases the estimates by 1-2 mpg’s.

The Mazda3 eagerly takes
to curvy roads, and steering
is precise, if a little light.

Most Mazda models have a sporty personality, which
is best experienced when stirred by a stick (shift). Alas,
my Grand Touring four-door was equipped with the
automatic, but even so, the car’s fun to drive attitude
shown through. The larger 2.5L en-
gine has low to mid 7-second speed
from 0-60; respectably quick. The
transmission gets from gear to gear
smoothly in auto mode. The paddle
shifters provided in the Premium
Equipment package can be used for
“manumatic” shifting. It’s useful
to hold the car in gear, keeping the
revs up during spirited driving. But, it lacks the snap-
speed, manual shift response of cars with a dual clutch
transmission.
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One more reason we're the
Capital Region’s #1 Honda dealer

Call one of our Vehicle Exchange Specialists
at 518-370-4911 extension 181 to show you how to get started!

MOHAWK»Honda

Tiffany Szemplinski
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175 Freemans Bridge Road (Route 50) in Glenville
518-370-4911 - mohawkhonda.com

Drive a New Honda

For The Same Payment
as Your Current One!
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