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The area’s most complete 
automotive resource  
and listings. 
2,907 vehicles for sale inside — 
plus more than 7,000 online at 
timesunion.com/cars

PH
O

TO
S

 C
O

U
R

TE
S

Y 
O

F 
TH

E 
M

AN
U

FA
C

TU
R

ER

DamienTucker
Mohawk Exchange Specialist

Kelly Simone
Mohawk Exchange Specialist

Tiffany Szemplinski
Mohawk Exchange Specialist

More for your trade
Newer technology and comfort
Amore comprehensive warranty

Onemore reasonwe’re the
Capital Region’s #1Hondadealer *

175 Freemans Bridge Road (Route 50) in Glenville
518-370-4911 • mohawkhonda.com

Call one of ourVehicle Exchange Specialists
at 518-370-4911 extension 181 to showyouhow to get started!

* BASED ON 2013/14/15 NEW VEHICLE SALES PER AHM

Car show calendar
Find out where the cool cars hang out.
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The biggest losers
A host of crossovers has gone 
on a crash diet.
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City of Blight
Is Paris banning all 
gas-powered cars?
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2017 
Mazda CX-9

Look out, 
soccer moms

Will your next  
minivan drive itself?
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DAN LYONS | text
Special to the Times Union

Sliding inside this week’s test drive car, my first 
impression was simple. “Gee, I can see!” Setting 
aside my penchant for profundity, the point is, 

Camry’s visibility is very good. 
It sounds basic, but it’s actually quite rare. I drive 

over a hundred different vehicles a year. New ones, old 
ones, big and small ones. When it comes to visibility 
in current vehicles, I’m far more apt to be figuring out 
how bad it is, than applauding how good it is. 

In Camry, big windows, thin roof pillars and the right 
seat height all contribute to the driver being able to 
see what’s around all four corners. This promotes safer 
driving and returns blind spot and rear cross traffic 
alerts to their rightful, secondary role, in a belt-and-
suspenders approach to driver awareness. 

Sightlines aside, Camry’s interior has room for five. 
Passenger griping, particularly on long trips, often 
comes from those in the back seats. Rear seat legroom 
is spacious — 38.9 inches — about 1½ inches more 
than traditional rival Accord, and the cabin is wide 
enough to accommodate three across in comfort. 

Nothing here to complain about (unless it’s your 
driving). Trunk space measures 15.4 cubic feet. That’s 
about average for the segment, half a cubic foot shy of 

perennial rival Accord, and is large enough to handle 
a typical family vacation’s worth of stuff. The rear seat-
backs split and fold to reveal a rounded pass-through, 
useful when you need to carry 
long items. Up front, seating 
is long on comfort (even base 
models have a two-way power 
lumbar support for the driv-
er), though lateral support is 
modest. 

HVAC controls are conven-
tional in design, easy to use, non-distracting and located
 mid-way up the center stack. LE and SE trims get a 
6.1-inch touchscreen for access to the Entune infotain-
ment system. Screen size is bumped-up to 7 inches 

on XSE and XLE models (and optional on lower trim 
models via the Audio Plus Package). It’s a fairly straight 
forward setup, though Camry (unlike Accord) doesn’t 

allow for integration of smart-
phone apps like Android Auto or 
Apple CarPlay. 

Camry checks in for 2017 
with minor changes from the 
previous model year. Higher 
trim levels now get an upgraded 
sound system as standard 

equipment. Also new for 2017 (and standard on XLE/
SLE and XLE Hybrid) is wireless charging for your Qi-
compatible smartphone or MP3 player. 

Midsize Mainstay
2017 Toyota Camry XLE

2017 Toyota Camry XLE 
MSRP: $23,070 (base LE), $31,370 (XLE V-6)  
$35,118 (as tested) 

TOYOTA CAMRY returns for 2017 with minor changes from the previous year’s model and three trim levels. The 
Camry has room for five and rear seat room (left) is spacious, about 1½ inches more than traditional rival Accord.

Camry’s core buyers  
value comfort and  
stability more than sport.
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