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The Subaru brand has been so identified with
crossovers that their other models (like the
midsize Legacy family sedan) are often over-

looked.
That trend has shown signs of changing in recent

years, and Legacy’s newest edition is further proof
of a car edging its way into the mainstream, midsize
market.
The largest of Subaru’s sedan series, Legacy is offered

in four trim levels: 2.5i, 2.5i Premium, 2.5i Limited and
3.6R Limited. Prices range from $21,695 to $29,595. My

test car was the top-ranging 3.6R Limited. With a hand-
ful of options (moonroof, keyless access, push-button
start, navigation — $2,195 total), it had an as-tested
price of $32,585.
This is a refresh year for Legacy, with subtle changes

to sheet metal, interior packaging and powertrain.
Legacy’s engines carry over from the previous year,
tweaked for better fuel economy. The transmission
choices have been trimmed back. The six-speed manual
— previously offered on four-cylinder models — is no
longer available, leaving the CVT as standard through-
out the Legacy lineup.

continued on page 6

Sedan for all seasons
2015 Subaru Legacy 3.6R Limited
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2015 Subaru Legacy 3.6R Limited
MSRP: $21,695 · $29,595 (Ltd.) · As Tested: $32,585

The base, 2.5L four-cylinder checks in with 175
horsepower and 174 lb. ft. of torque. EPA estimated
gas mileage is 26 city, 36 highway and 30 combined. As
fitted in my test car, the 3.6L generates 256 horsepower
@ 6,000 rpm and 247 lb. ft. of torque @ 4,400 rpm.
Mileage estimates are 20/28/23.
The sedan will reach 60 mph from a standstill in a

little more than seven seconds. While there are several
cars (mostly FWD) in this segment that are faster than
the AWD Legacy, power from the six feels ample in the
3,662 lb. four-door.
It’s smooth at all speeds, and the CVT does a nice

imitation of a conventional transmission (with simulat-

ed shift points and an absence of typical, CVT droning).
That said, I’d be inclined to buy the “boxer” four-
cylinder engine. The 2.5L has enough torque to come
off the line smartly. It won’t win any drag races, but
top end acceleration is respectable, and fuel economy
is a strong point. A combined average of 30 mpg’s in an
AWD sedan with this kind of room is impressive.
All Subaru models are equipped with all-wheel-drive.

My test drive coincided with a disagreeably early stretch
of foul winter weather. The Legacy’s combination of
AWD, electronic traction aids and the car’s low center
of gravity are very reassuring. Subaru’s system uses a
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Lexus drops the top
Toyota’s luxury brand gets back

in the convertible game.
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ROOM TO MANEUVER. Though its interior (left) lacks the flashiness of some of its rivals, the 2015 Subaru Legacy
stands out in the hotly-contested midsize segment with its roominess and well-regarded AWD system.
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Times Union Automotive section gives you
auto news, Dan Lyons’ car reviews, interesting
car facts, advice, and just plain fun.
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Hip to be square?
Mazda’s new tall wagon brings on the curves.
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Coming to  
a brake pad 
near you...
Automatic  
emergency  
breaking will  
soon be  
mandatory  
on all cars.
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Guess who’s 
coming back?
A tribute edition 
with how much hp?
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Veloster goes from trio to quartet for 2016. 
Hyundai’s compact, front-drive, three-door 
hatchback is now available in four trim levels: 

base, Turbo R-Spec, Turbo and Rally Edition. 
The latter is the newcomer to the lineup, and also 

our test drive car for this week. With zero extras and 
$825 in destination charges, it had an as-tested price of 
$24,775. 

The Rally Edition cars are based on the sporting, 
Turbo R-Spec Velosters. 

R-Spec replaces the base model’s 132 h.p. 1.6L four-
cylinder engine with a turbocharged version of the 
1.6L, which is rated at 201 horsepower and 195 lb. ft. 

of torque. The package also includes more responsive 
suspension tuning and steering settings, and a six-speed 
manual transmission, with a B&M short-throw shifter. 
An automatic transmission option is only offered on the 
base model (six-speed, dual clutch) and the top, Turbo 
(seven-speed, dual clutch). 

Rally car’s ratchet up the R-Spec chassis tuning 
another step, with beefier spring rates, dampers and 
a front stabilizer bar. The addition of a set of Rays 
18-inch alloy wheels subtracts a total of 20 lb. from 
the car’s unsprung weight. The black rims, an aero kit 
and special Rally badging complement the model-

Rally Flat Blues
2016 Hyundai Veloster Rally Edition

2016 Hyundai Veloster Rally Edition
MSRP: $23,950 · As Tested: $24,775

Show 
’em off

Car show season is 
here. Can warmer 

weather be far  
behind?
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exclusive, Matte Blue paint scheme. 
The flat, blue finish is hot rod cool. Fiat is the only 

other carmaker to have offered a matte finish paint 
option in recent memory. Upkeep issues with flat hues 
require a committed owner, 
as they lack the protection of 
clear coated paints. Bird poop 
is the bane of such finishes, 
and water-spotting can stain. 
That said, the effect is grand: 
custom and unique, especially 
in blue, as opposed to the typi-
cal shade of primer gray.

The 1.6L twin scroll, turbo four makes its 201 h.p. 
@ 6,000 rpm. The motor has a high, narrow sweet spot 

for max power. Above and below this rpm range, it’s an 
average performer. The turbo four/six speed manual 
combo is about a mid-seven second car from 0-60. 
That’s respectably quick, but you’d still be looking at 

the tail lights of the front-run-
ners in the hot hatch segment. 
Though the torque peak is at 
1,750 rpm, it doesn’t feel strong 
off the line, and the clutch 
must be feathered for smooth 
takeoffs on even slight inclines. 

Highway cruising is smooth 
and uneventful. At 75 mph in top gear, it’s pulling 2,800 
rpm, and sounds composed. All turbo Velosters are 

The 2016 Hyundai Veloster Rally Edition is based on the sporting, Turbo R-Spec Velosters. As a limited edition, the 
company says that the planned production run will not exceed 1,200 units.

Continued on page 2

Underpinning the Rally 
Edition is a chassis that is a 
step more sporting than the 
other Veloster models.


