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The Subaru brand has been so identified with
crossovers that their other models (like the
midsize Legacy family sedan) are often over-

looked.
That trend has shown signs of changing in recent

years, and Legacy’s newest edition is further proof
of a car edging its way into the mainstream, midsize
market.
The largest of Subaru’s sedan series, Legacy is offered

in four trim levels: 2.5i, 2.5i Premium, 2.5i Limited and
3.6R Limited. Prices range from $21,695 to $29,595. My

test car was the top-ranging 3.6R Limited. With a hand-
ful of options (moonroof, keyless access, push-button
start, navigation — $2,195 total), it had an as-tested
price of $32,585.
This is a refresh year for Legacy, with subtle changes

to sheet metal, interior packaging and powertrain.
Legacy’s engines carry over from the previous year,
tweaked for better fuel economy. The transmission
choices have been trimmed back. The six-speed manual
— previously offered on four-cylinder models — is no
longer available, leaving the CVT as standard through-
out the Legacy lineup.

continued on page 6

Sedan for all seasons
2015 Subaru Legacy 3.6R Limited
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2015 Subaru Legacy 3.6R Limited
MSRP: $21,695 · $29,595 (Ltd.) · As Tested: $32,585

The base, 2.5L four-cylinder checks in with 175
horsepower and 174 lb. ft. of torque. EPA estimated
gas mileage is 26 city, 36 highway and 30 combined. As
fitted in my test car, the 3.6L generates 256 horsepower
@ 6,000 rpm and 247 lb. ft. of torque @ 4,400 rpm.
Mileage estimates are 20/28/23.
The sedan will reach 60 mph from a standstill in a

little more than seven seconds. While there are several
cars (mostly FWD) in this segment that are faster than
the AWD Legacy, power from the six feels ample in the
3,662 lb. four-door.
It’s smooth at all speeds, and the CVT does a nice

imitation of a conventional transmission (with simulat-

ed shift points and an absence of typical, CVT droning).
That said, I’d be inclined to buy the “boxer” four-
cylinder engine. The 2.5L has enough torque to come
off the line smartly. It won’t win any drag races, but
top end acceleration is respectable, and fuel economy
is a strong point. A combined average of 30 mpg’s in an
AWD sedan with this kind of room is impressive.
All Subaru models are equipped with all-wheel-drive.

My test drive coincided with a disagreeably early stretch
of foul winter weather. The Legacy’s combination of
AWD, electronic traction aids and the car’s low center
of gravity are very reassuring. Subaru’s system uses a
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ROOM TO MANEUVER. Though its interior (left) lacks the flashiness of some of its rivals, the 2015 Subaru Legacy
stands out in the hotly-contested midsize segment with its roominess and well-regarded AWD system.
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Times Union Automotive section gives you
auto news, Dan Lyons’ car reviews, interesting
car facts, advice, and just plain fun.
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After a season of slacking off, wintertide got off 
the schneid, with a late burst of snow of cold 
during my test drive week. 

While I would’ve been just as happy if winter had 
continued to phone it in this year, the sloppy roads did 
at least afford me the opportunity to sample one of the 
best features of this week’s test car — the Audi A3 2.0T 
quattro. 

Quattro is a full-time, all-wheel-drive system that dis-
tributes power between wheels as needed to maintain 
grip. Its benefits are most noticeable to most drivers in 
sloppy, winter conditions. 

The late season snow event coincided with my drive 
time, allowing me to experience the uniquely controlled 
feeling of driving in a vehicle with max traction and the 

balanced, lower center of gravity of a car. The latter part 
bears repeating. All-wheel-drive is a traction upgrade 
in any vehicle, but when you add in better balance and 
a lower stance, it’s another dimension. A good AWD 
system takes a lot of the white knuckle out of driving 
in wintry conditions, and quattro is a very good one. 
However, the system’s benefits aren’t season specific. 
Quattro works on wet or dry roads, enhancing the bal-
anced, sporty handling of the A3. 

Now in its sophomore season, the A3 is offered in 
Sedan ($30,900), Cabrio ($36,600) and hybrid-powered 
Sportback ($37,900) models. A high performance, all-
wheel drive S sedan ($42,500) is also available. 

Four engines fill out the A3/S3 menu. Top-ranging 
S3 models get a 2.0L turbocharged four rated at 292 
horsepower and 280 lb. ft. of torque. The top turbo mill 
howls from 0-60 mph in 4.5 seconds and returns an 
EPA estimated 23 mpg city, 31 highway. 

The sedan-only, front-wheel-drive 2.0L turbo-diesel 
takes several ticks longer to reach 60 (8.2 seconds). 
But, with 236 lb. ft. of torque available at 1,750 rpm, I’d 
wager it feels faster than that off the dime. And, it posts 
fine fuel economy numbers (31/43). 

A 1.8-liter turbo four is the base motor in entry level, 
front-wheel drive Sedans (and Convertibles). The 1.8L 

A3, 2.0 
2016 Audi A3 Sedan 2.0T quattro S tronic

generates 170 horsepower and 200 lb. ft. of torque, with 
an EPA-expected 23 mpg’s in town, 33 on the highway. 
Finally, the 2.0L turbo four (which is packaged with 
all-wheel-drive) is optional on 
Sedans and Convertibles. The 
2.0T is listed at 220 horse-
power and 258 lb. ft. of torque. 
The trip from 0-60 takes about 
5.6 seconds — about 1.4 
seconds quicker than the 1.8L. 
It feels lively when tweaked at 
any speed. A six-speed automatic transmission is con-
nected to all engines, and Audi asks that you feed all of 
them Premium (except the diesel, of course). 

Mid and top trim levels can be optioned with a Sport 
package that adds paddle shifters, sport seats, and Audi 
Drive Select. Drive Select offers four settings (Auto, 

Dynamic, Comfort and Indi-
vidual), each with correspond-
ing adjustments to shift points, 
throttle response and steering 
effort. The steering wheel 
mounted paddles offer a partial 
makeup for the lack of a stick 
shift. Dual clutch gearboxes 

effectively preload the gear above and below the one 
you’re in. So, when you’re ready to go, shift response is 

2016 Audi A3 Sedan 2.0T quattro S tronic
MSRP: $34,200 · As tested: $41,100 

The 2016 Audi A3 is the German automaker’s compact sedan that comes with four-wheel-drive (quattro) and is 
available in four different engine choices. The top 2.0L turbocharged powerplant is rated at 292 horsepower.

The quattro full-time AWD’s 
benefits are most noticeable 
to most drivers in sloppy, 
winter conditions. 
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