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The first time that I visited Tucson (the city) was 
about this time of year, many moons ago. 

I left a cold and wintry Mid-Hudson Val-
ley and landed in the disturbingly warm and sunny 
desert southwest . It was between college semesters for 
me, and as I walked onto the sprawling University of 
Arizona campus, I immediately realized how badly I’d 
botched the whole choice-of-college thing. Everywhere 
I looked were suntanned students, putting green lawns 
and more blue sky than I’d seen in a month. 

I’ve been back to Arizona many time since, and you 
can’t help but notice how much the area has expanded. 

Not up, like northeast urban areas, but out, in a sort of 
southwestern sprawl. 

Tucson’s mechanical namesake has also expanded 
over the years. Hyundai’s compact crossover was in-
troduced in model year 2005, and 2016 marks the first 
year of its third generation. 

The tale of the tape reveals just how far the Hyun-
dai has grown. Compared to the first edition, the new 
model is about six inches longer, over two inches wider 
and 3.3 inches lower. While the expansion of the city 
has been a mixed bag, the growth of the compact cross-
over has been all positive. 

Like most of this breed, it started out too small to be 
truly practical, but has filled out nicely over time. It’s 
now basically the size that it should’ve been to begin 
with. 

When the class of vehicle you’re shopping has “Util-
ity” as a middle name, you expect it to be good at prac-
tical matters, like carrying people and hauling cargo. A 
standard (and useful) yardstick for making comparisons 
in this class is cargo capacity. 

The 2016 Tucson checks in at 31-61.9 cubic feet, de-
pending on how you configure the seats. The minimum 
(rear seatbacks up) number is on the low end of class 
comparables, matching the Subaru Forester, and trail-
ing the Ford Escape, Honda CR-V and Toyota RAV4. The 
maximum (seatbacks down) cargo number of 61.9 bests 
Escape (67.8) and Forester (68.5), but trails the Honda 
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(70.9) and the Toyota (73.4). Tucson’s seatbacks fold to a 
flat load floor, and lift over height is comfortably low.

Just about any vehicle has enough room so that most 
adults can slide into the 
front seats. Back seat 
room is far more variable. 
In a two-door coupe, it’s a 
less important commod-
ity than in a crossover 
(if you really had to have 
people in the back seats a 
lot, you probably wouldn’t 
be in a two-door). Tucson’s rear-seat legroom measures 
up well in its class. Against the examples we’re using, 
it’s better than Escape, RAV4, and

 Forester (just), and a skosh behind CR-V. Adults can 
fit in back in the Hyundai, as long as those in front 
don’t go overboard with the reclining.

Limited trim Tucson’s add 
leather upholstery and up-
graded materials with notice-
ably less hard plastics than 
are found in lower levels. The 
Limited’s 8-inch touchscreen 
is obviously more legible than 
the 5-inch screen on other 
trims, and makes Limited 

standard navigation system easier to see and work with. 
An eight-speaker premium sound system is also part of 
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The Subaru brand has been so identified with
crossovers that their other models (like the
midsize Legacy family sedan) are often over-

looked.
That trend has shown signs of changing in recent

years, and Legacy’s newest edition is further proof
of a car edging its way into the mainstream, midsize
market.
The largest of Subaru’s sedan series, Legacy is offered

in four trim levels: 2.5i, 2.5i Premium, 2.5i Limited and
3.6R Limited. Prices range from $21,695 to $29,595. My

test car was the top-ranging 3.6R Limited. With a hand-
ful of options (moonroof, keyless access, push-button
start, navigation — $2,195 total), it had an as-tested
price of $32,585.
This is a refresh year for Legacy, with subtle changes

to sheet metal, interior packaging and powertrain.
Legacy’s engines carry over from the previous year,
tweaked for better fuel economy. The transmission
choices have been trimmed back. The six-speed manual
— previously offered on four-cylinder models — is no
longer available, leaving the CVT as standard through-
out the Legacy lineup.

continued on page 6

Sedan for all seasons
2015 Subaru Legacy 3.6R Limited
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2015 Subaru Legacy 3.6R Limited
MSRP: $21,695 · $29,595 (Ltd.) · As Tested: $32,585

The base, 2.5L four-cylinder checks in with 175
horsepower and 174 lb. ft. of torque. EPA estimated
gas mileage is 26 city, 36 highway and 30 combined. As
fitted in my test car, the 3.6L generates 256 horsepower
@ 6,000 rpm and 247 lb. ft. of torque @ 4,400 rpm.
Mileage estimates are 20/28/23.
The sedan will reach 60 mph from a standstill in a

little more than seven seconds. While there are several
cars (mostly FWD) in this segment that are faster than
the AWD Legacy, power from the six feels ample in the
3,662 lb. four-door.
It’s smooth at all speeds, and the CVT does a nice

imitation of a conventional transmission (with simulat-

ed shift points and an absence of typical, CVT droning).
That said, I’d be inclined to buy the “boxer” four-
cylinder engine. The 2.5L has enough torque to come
off the line smartly. It won’t win any drag races, but
top end acceleration is respectable, and fuel economy
is a strong point. A combined average of 30 mpg’s in an
AWD sedan with this kind of room is impressive.
All Subaru models are equipped with all-wheel-drive.

My test drive coincided with a disagreeably early stretch
of foul winter weather. The Legacy’s combination of
AWD, electronic traction aids and the car’s low center
of gravity are very reassuring. Subaru’s system uses a
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ROOM TO MANEUVER. Though its interior (left) lacks the flashiness of some of its rivals, the 2015 Subaru Legacy
stands out in the hotly-contested midsize segment with its roominess and well-regarded AWD system.
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Times Union Automotive section gives you
auto news, Dan Lyons’ car reviews, interesting
car facts, advice, and just plain fun.
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A 1965 
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GROWING GAINS. This year marks the first year of Tucson’s third generation, and the compact crossover that Hyun-
dai introduced in 2005 has, like many it its segment, grown into a more practical size.

While the expansion of Tucson 
the city has been a mixed bag, the 
growth of Tucson the compact 
crossover has been all positive. 

Continued on page 2


