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For decades, Volvo had a strong stake in the 
station wagon segment. That’s why it came as 
such a surprise when the Swedish firm an-

nounced five years ago that they were dropping wagons 
from their U.S. lineup. The move was based on market 
realities that saw stateside wagon sales in a steady, 
downward slide. 

But the wagon’s decline was paralleled by a strong, 

upsurge in crossover sales. So it wasn’t so much a case 
of the demise of the former, as it was the growth of the 
latter. These wagon/SUV hybrids have come to popu-
lar prominence because they blend the people/cargo 
practicality of the traditional wagon with the all-season 
sensibility of all-wheel-drive. 

Crossovers have become entrenched in our car con-
sciousness and it’s had a curious, liberating effect on 
wagons. Automakers are (finally, slooowly) becoming 
comfortable in selling straight-up station wagons again, 
without feeling the need to slap cladding on them and 
call them crossovers or SUVs.

One example of this happy trend is the reemergence 
of an out-and-out station wagon in the Volvo lineup, in 
the form of the V60. It was joined last year by the Cross 
Country; a variant of the stylish V60 wagon. The Cross 
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2016 Volvo V60 T5 AWD Cross Country Platinum
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2016 Volvo V60 T5 AWD  
Cross Country Platinum
MSRP: $41,200 · As Tested: $49,775

Country is set apart from the wagon by form (black-out 
trim, honeycomb grille, model-specific alloy rims) and 
function (+2.6-inch ride height, 7.9-inch ground clea-
ance, front/rear skid plates). 
Two versions are offered, both 
with all-wheel-drive. 
   The base CT5 Cross Country 
stickers for $41,200. In Plati-
num trim, like my test car, the 
V60 T5 Cross Country carries 
an MSRP of $44,850, and with 
a handful of additional options, my car had an as-tested 
price of $49,775.

The V60 is a sleek-looking station wagon. The V60 

Cross Country’s style skews slightly more outdoorsy, 
with its elevated ride height, trim variations and “Neso” 
alloy rims. The added ground clearance and Volvo’s 

AWD system equip this model to 
deal with a hearty diet of north-
east winter weather, as well as 
light off-roading. The electronic 
management system in the Haldex 
all-wheel drive system monitors 
throttle, engine speed/torque, and 
brakes, and adjusts power output 

to maximize traction. When a tire starts to lose grip, the 
system cuts power to that wheel, and sends the available 
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The Subaru brand has been so identified with
crossovers that their other models (like the
midsize Legacy family sedan) are often over-

looked.
That trend has shown signs of changing in recent

years, and Legacy’s newest edition is further proof
of a car edging its way into the mainstream, midsize
market.
The largest of Subaru’s sedan series, Legacy is offered

in four trim levels: 2.5i, 2.5i Premium, 2.5i Limited and
3.6R Limited. Prices range from $21,695 to $29,595. My

test car was the top-ranging 3.6R Limited. With a hand-
ful of options (moonroof, keyless access, push-button
start, navigation — $2,195 total), it had an as-tested
price of $32,585.
This is a refresh year for Legacy, with subtle changes

to sheet metal, interior packaging and powertrain.
Legacy’s engines carry over from the previous year,
tweaked for better fuel economy. The transmission
choices have been trimmed back. The six-speed manual
— previously offered on four-cylinder models — is no
longer available, leaving the CVT as standard through-
out the Legacy lineup.

continued on page 6

Sedan for all seasons
2015 Subaru Legacy 3.6R Limited
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2015 Subaru Legacy 3.6R Limited
MSRP: $21,695 · $29,595 (Ltd.) · As Tested: $32,585

The base, 2.5L four-cylinder checks in with 175
horsepower and 174 lb. ft. of torque. EPA estimated
gas mileage is 26 city, 36 highway and 30 combined. As
fitted in my test car, the 3.6L generates 256 horsepower
@ 6,000 rpm and 247 lb. ft. of torque @ 4,400 rpm.
Mileage estimates are 20/28/23.
The sedan will reach 60 mph from a standstill in a

little more than seven seconds. While there are several
cars (mostly FWD) in this segment that are faster than
the AWD Legacy, power from the six feels ample in the
3,662 lb. four-door.
It’s smooth at all speeds, and the CVT does a nice

imitation of a conventional transmission (with simulat-

ed shift points and an absence of typical, CVT droning).
That said, I’d be inclined to buy the “boxer” four-
cylinder engine. The 2.5L has enough torque to come
off the line smartly. It won’t win any drag races, but
top end acceleration is respectable, and fuel economy
is a strong point. A combined average of 30 mpg’s in an
AWD sedan with this kind of room is impressive.
All Subaru models are equipped with all-wheel-drive.

My test drive coincided with a disagreeably early stretch
of foul winter weather. The Legacy’s combination of
AWD, electronic traction aids and the car’s low center
of gravity are very reassuring. Subaru’s system uses a
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ROOM TO MANEUVER. Though its interior (left) lacks the flashiness of some of its rivals, the 2015 Subaru Legacy
stands out in the hotly-contested midsize segment with its roominess and well-regarded AWD system.
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Times Union Automotive section gives you
auto news, Dan Lyons’ car reviews, interesting
car facts, advice, and just plain fun.
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BACKWOODS WAGON. While Volvo’s V60 is a sleek-looking station wagon, the 2016 V60 Cross Country’s style skews 
slightly more outdoorsy, with its elevated ride height, trim variations and “Neso” alloy rims. 

Automakers are finally 
becoming comfortable in 
selling straight-up station 
wagons again.
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