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Redesigned last year, TLX carries over for 2016 
essentially unchanged. acura’s midsize, luxury 
sport sedan is the successor to the former TL 

and TsX models. The four-door midsize luxury sedan is 
offered in six variations. 

The base model TLX has a starting sticker price of 
$31,695, and is powered by a 2.4-liter, four-cylinder 
engine. It’s also available with the Technology Pack-
age ($35,750). The remaining models are all equipped 
with a 3.5L V-6 engine. Front-wheel-drive TLX 3.5Ls 
start at $35,320, and can be upgraded with Technology 

($39,375) or advance Packages ($42,600). Finally, there 
are two all-wheel-drive equipped TLX models: TLX 3.5L 
aWD Technology ($41,575) and advance ($44,800). 
Four-cylinder cars are matched with an eight-speed, 
dual-clutch automatic transmission, while V-6 TLX 
models get a nine-speed automatic. My front-drive TLX 
was equipped with the 2.4L engine. adding the destina-
tion charge of $920, it had an as-tested price of $36,670. 

The 2.4-liter four is naturally aspirated and rated at 
206 horsepower and 182 lb. ft. of torque. It provides 
adequate acceleration feels refined. However, with 
premium class cars come heightened expectations and 
the performance of the non-turbo TLX four-cylinder 
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falls short of some rivals in its competitive class. Fuel 
economy is EPa estimated at 24 city/35 highway. The 
step up engine produces 290 h.p. and 267 lb. ft. of 
torque. Performance with 
the six is more in line with 
segment standards (0-60 
mph in about 6½ seconds), 
though at an added cost 
($35,320 base) and taking 
a mileage hit. 
   official estimates for the 
V-6 are 21/34 (FWD); 21/31 (aWD). no manual trans-
mission is offered on TLX. While that’s understand-
able given the take rate on stick shift cars these days 

(low and dropping), it’s a ding on the car’s sport sedan 
credentials. 

In winters like this one (blessedly mild, at this writ-
ing), front-wheel-drive is just 
fine, thank you, and offers the 
benefit of a lower entry price 
and higher mileage. But as we 
know, the menu for the typical 
winter around here includes 
a smorgasbord of slop, which 
accounts for the ever-growing 

popularity of all-wheel-drive. acura’s aWD system is a 
good one, paying dividends on wet or dry pavement. 
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The Subaru brand has been so identified with
crossovers that their other models (like the
midsize Legacy family sedan) are often over-

looked.
That trend has shown signs of changing in recent

years, and Legacy’s newest edition is further proof
of a car edging its way into the mainstream, midsize
market.
The largest of Subaru’s sedan series, Legacy is offered

in four trim levels: 2.5i, 2.5i Premium, 2.5i Limited and
3.6R Limited. Prices range from $21,695 to $29,595. My

test car was the top-ranging 3.6R Limited. With a hand-
ful of options (moonroof, keyless access, push-button
start, navigation — $2,195 total), it had an as-tested
price of $32,585.
This is a refresh year for Legacy, with subtle changes

to sheet metal, interior packaging and powertrain.
Legacy’s engines carry over from the previous year,
tweaked for better fuel economy. The transmission
choices have been trimmed back. The six-speed manual
— previously offered on four-cylinder models — is no
longer available, leaving the CVT as standard through-
out the Legacy lineup.

continued on page 6

Sedan for all seasons
2015 Subaru Legacy 3.6R Limited
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2015 Subaru Legacy 3.6R Limited
MSRP: $21,695 · $29,595 (Ltd.) · As Tested: $32,585

The base, 2.5L four-cylinder checks in with 175
horsepower and 174 lb. ft. of torque. EPA estimated
gas mileage is 26 city, 36 highway and 30 combined. As
fitted in my test car, the 3.6L generates 256 horsepower
@ 6,000 rpm and 247 lb. ft. of torque @ 4,400 rpm.
Mileage estimates are 20/28/23.
The sedan will reach 60 mph from a standstill in a

little more than seven seconds. While there are several
cars (mostly FWD) in this segment that are faster than
the AWD Legacy, power from the six feels ample in the
3,662 lb. four-door.
It’s smooth at all speeds, and the CVT does a nice

imitation of a conventional transmission (with simulat-

ed shift points and an absence of typical, CVT droning).
That said, I’d be inclined to buy the “boxer” four-
cylinder engine. The 2.5L has enough torque to come
off the line smartly. It won’t win any drag races, but
top end acceleration is respectable, and fuel economy
is a strong point. A combined average of 30 mpg’s in an
AWD sedan with this kind of room is impressive.
All Subaru models are equipped with all-wheel-drive.

My test drive coincided with a disagreeably early stretch
of foul winter weather. The Legacy’s combination of
AWD, electronic traction aids and the car’s low center
of gravity are very reassuring. Subaru’s system uses a
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ROOM TO MANEUVER. Though its interior (left) lacks the flashiness of some of its rivals, the 2015 Subaru Legacy
stands out in the hotly-contested midsize segment with its roominess and well-regarded AWD system.
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Times Union Automotive section gives you
auto news, Dan Lyons’ car reviews, interesting
car facts, advice, and just plain fun.
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The 2016 AcruA TLX shares many things with its Honda cousin Accord. Its shorter length makes for tidier design 
lines outside, but less rear seat legroom (4 inches) than the Accord.

The acrua TLX’s aWD system 
is a good one, paying dividends 
on wet or dry pavement. 

Continued on page 2


